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A RIVER SEEMS A MAGIC THING. A MAGIC,  MOVING, LIVING
PART OF THE VERY EARTH ITSELF.  -  LAURA GILPIN

(The Distinguished River): 
A section of our newsletter dedicated to

the great ever changing rivers

To understand the health of a river, we have to
look at some of the factors that make up a
natural river. Our biweekly enterococcus

sampling is only one of the many factors that
contribute to the ecosystem health. In

participating in the DEC PEERS program, we
looked at additional factors such as  nutrients

and chloride. CURB staff have developed a one
page summary explaining these other factors

and exhibiting the data results of the 2020
sampling season. (This educational flyer is also

available attached to this email via PDF)

A RIVER FOR ALL TO ENJOY
JFK Marina sampler, Diane McKay, shared this beautiful photo of the Hudson River last

sampling event. It wasn't until I looked at the photo for a third time that I noticed the
attentive Herring Gulls at the corner of the photo on the same dock where sampling

happens, almost seemingly looking at the river with great possibility. 
Will it provide a meal? Some cooling relief from the heat? A social gathering place?

The vast possibilities of our ecosystem are mystifying and truly endless.

Photo Credit: Diane McKay  

https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/105026.html#:~:text=PEERS%20data%20are%20valuable%20additions,term%20statewide%20water%20quality%20trends.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-V3OsTYTTt2-ayp8G6Iy-YK5O3Vw4D40/view?usp=sharing
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We also take a moment to thank YOU!

W E  A C K N O W L E D G E  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  I N  H E L P I N G  U S  C R E A T E  A  U N I F I E D  V O I C E
S U R R O U N D I N G  O U R  L O C A L  W A T E R W A Y S  T H R O U G H  V O L U N T E E R I N G ,  R E S E A R C H ,

E D U C A T I O N ,  A N D  O U T R E A C H .  I F  Y O U  W I S H  T O  B E C O M E  M O R E  I N V O L V E D  A N D
L E A R N  H O W  Y O U  C A N  S U P P O R T  U S ,  V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E  A T  
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*Most Probable
Number of Colony

Forming Entero
Bacteria per 100ml

sample. EPA
recommends public

notification and
possible temporary
beach closure for

single Entero samples
above 60 cells/100ml.
Samples testing above
this threshold appear in
red on the Riverkeeper

website, while those
below it appear in

green. To avoid
exposure to chronic
contamination, the
geometric mean, a
weighted 30-day

average, should not
exceed 30 cells/100ml.

To avoid exposure to
occasional high levels
of contamination, no

more than 10% of
samples should

exceed 110
cells/100ml.

DATA

http://www.centerfortheurbanriver.org/
https://www.centerfortheurbanriver.org/research/water-quality.html

