
Saw Mill River and Hudson River
Stakeholder Report

WATER IS THE MIRROR OF NATURE. -  FRANCIS OF ASSISI  

(The Distinguished River): 
A section of our newsletter dedicated to

the great ever changing rivers

Almost yearly, an interesting phenomena occurs
in brackish waters all along the tri-state area.
Bunker (formally, Atlantic Menhaden) turn up

along many shores floating dead - leaving
behind awful environmental conditions. It was

unclear as to why this was happening. Recently,
an article shared by our own Education Director,
Eli Caref, detailed an extensive study indicating

a bacteria called Vibrio as the culprit 
behind the mass die offs. 

 
Learn more about the study here.  

THE HAPPENINGS OF SUMMER 
We welcome another season and week of sampling on the Saw Mill and Hudson Rivers. The

day is met with beautiful sunny weather and samplers are arriving to the center eager to
learn more about the additional sampling they will participate in during the next sampling

event. We will continue to build upon our inquiry of the river and will include some aspects
of bacterial source tracking. As mentioned in other editions of this report, understanding

different aspects of the river help fill in the picture of the rivers overall health.
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https://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw/news/2021/menhaden_update2_faqs.htm
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We also take a moment to thank YOU!

W E  A C K N O W L E D G E  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  I N  H E L P I N G  U S  C R E A T E  A  U N I F I E D  V O I C E
S U R R O U N D I N G  O U R  L O C A L  W A T E R W A Y S  T H R O U G H  V O L U N T E E R I N G ,  R E S E A R C H ,

E D U C A T I O N ,  A N D  O U T R E A C H .  I F  Y O U  W I S H  T O  B E C O M E  M O R E  I N V O L V E D  A N D
L E A R N  H O W  Y O U  C A N  S U P P O R T  U S ,  V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E  A T  
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T O  A C C E S S  P A S T  N E W S L E T T E R S ,  V I S I T
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*Most Probable
Number of Colony

Forming Entero
Bacteria per 100ml

sample. EPA
recommends public

notification and
possible temporary
beach closure for

single Entero samples
above 60 cells/100ml.
Samples testing above
this threshold appear in
red on the Riverkeeper

website, while those
below it appear in

green. To avoid
exposure to chronic
contamination, the
geometric mean, a
weighted 30-day

average, should not
exceed 30 cells/100ml.

To avoid exposure to
occasional high levels
of contamination, no

more than 10% of
samples should exceed

110 cells/100ml.

DATA

http://www.centerfortheurbanriver.org/
https://www.centerfortheurbanriver.org/research/water-quality.html

