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,  THE ONLY WAY FORWARD, IF WE ARE GOING TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF THE
ENVIRONMENT, IS TO GET EVERYBODY INVOLVED = RICHARD ROGERS

(The Distinguished River): 
A section of our newsletter dedicated to

the great ever changing rivers

A total of 57 samples made their way through
the watershed, passed along from sampler to

sampler, and partially ended their journey in our
lab refrigerator. As we mentioned in previous

reporting, Dr. Michelle Hersh of Sarah Lawrence
College will be taking a closer look at samples

collected by volunteers with students in a small
qPCR study. The process of qPCR testing

determines the amount of a qualifying DNA that
is present within a water sample. Specifically

she’ll be quantifying the relative amount of fecal
indicator bacteria that is sourced from humans,

dogs, cats, and birds. Learn more about how the
process works here.

THE WHOLE RIVER 
2020 and 2021 have been two eventful years of sampling for the Saw Mill River. Enterococcus testing

has been joined by qPCR source track testing and additional parameters have been collected along the
main stem and analyzed by a ELAP certified lab. This upcoming week we will add another layer of our

understanding by looking at macroinvertebrates at V.E. Macy park in Ardsley. All of these studies give us
a more complete lens of the river from the northernmost sampling site showcased above with sampler

Sharon in New Castle, down to the mouth in Yonkers

Photo Credit: Helen Meurer (Sharon AvRutic at Duck Pond Spillway) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1kvy17ugI4w
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We also take a moment to thank YOU!

W E  A C K N O W L E D G E  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  I N  H E L P I N G  U S  C R E A T E  A  U N I F I E D  V O I C E
S U R R O U N D I N G  O U R  L O C A L  W A T E R W A Y S  T H R O U G H  V O L U N T E E R I N G ,  R E S E A R C H ,

E D U C A T I O N ,  A N D  O U T R E A C H .  I F  Y O U  W I S H  T O  B E C O M E  M O R E  I N V O L V E D  A N D
L E A R N  H O W  Y O U  C A N  S U P P O R T  U S ,  V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E  A T  
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T O  A C C E S S  P A S T  N E W S L E T T E R S ,  V I S I T
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*Most Probable
Number of Colony

Forming Entero
Bacteria per 100ml

sample. EPA
recommends public

notification and
possible temporary
beach closure for

single Entero samples
above 60 cells/100ml.
Samples testing above
this threshold appear in
red on the Riverkeeper

website, while those
below it appear in

green. To avoid
exposure to chronic
contamination, the
geometric mean, a
weighted 30-day

average, should not
exceed 30 cells/100ml.

To avoid exposure to
occasional high levels
of contamination, no

more than 10% of
samples should exceed

110 cells/100ml.

DATA

http://www.centerfortheurbanriver.org/
https://www.centerfortheurbanriver.org/research/water-quality.html

